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On the trail
oFa corporate

logo

Could an old |I|Inln [rom the
company’s early history be the
ki'}' io its modern identit y!

hiad steod for
nearly 20 years
until 1964, when
the unezpected
death of the other
co-founder called
for the formation of a
new partnership and a
new firm name. By 1981 the
firm’s name would changes
agnin for o third time, shore-
ened and simplified to just the
initials of the principals, oz it
remains today, but with one
significant difference: A logo
had been incorporated with
the new company name.

ET DAVID GRIFFITHS

ecently, while going

through some ald phe-

iﬁﬁfhﬂ at my firmn,
Dre=ign Group, I

came acress a fascinating ald
print that featured an exotic
backdrop of valley and moun-
tain. In the foreground stood
o co-founder, John MeGaughy,
dressed in o business suit

and carrying a comern with
atelephoto lens that huuﬁ
lensely from his left hand. He
was standing against a sort
of baleony. & man I did not

It had been placed in o card-
baoard box along with many
ather photographs, probably
by the eo-founder himself -
scenss from a &0-year career
af old road trips, colleague
roundeables, dinner engage-
ments, public relations stuff.
All photo opportunitiss that
seem important at the time
but later collect dust on the
top shelf of an office claset
ar forgotten behind old cor-
respondence files, never to be
SSEn ngain.

Yet, to me, this was a very
important photograp b
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a pattern of rectangular,
interlocking boxes, EJLl'_In:-upcd
together, like some kind of
Chingse puzzle. Indeed, I had
often wondered about this
befiore: How did our logo
come to be? What was the
inspiration behind this sim-
e yet intricate pattem that
ad been integrated with the
company name? What did it
mean to those who had first
created it? 5o not only did
I seem o be the unofficial
company historian, I became
a gort of house detective or a
student of iconography, a cul-

emerged the seeds of our
Ermnt day logo. On the tiled
alcony where he stood was
the same infricate pattem of
Er-:u ped boxes that wers to
ecome the company's logo
in 1981,

Was the old photograph the
key in creating this loga? Did
MeGaughy remember this
particular seene of his travels
and refer to it later, when the
logn wae created?

When I inventaried these
old photographs, I had besn
careful to maintain their con-
tinuity, much as an archasolo-

photographs assceinted with
the print in question. One of
them had been taken along
some unknown city strest, the
seene foreign in its aubomo-
bile= and architecturs. On the
background could be szen a
fuzzy, hanging sign with the
wiords Chidn Cao. Had the
mystery photograph been
taken somewhers in France?
Oir, more likely, perbaps it
had been taken on a busy side
strest in pre-war Saigon, given
the firm had worked in Viet-
nom during the late 1950

In the office, thers was no
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kmow was standing with him,
alzo in a business suit, b
what could have been ' tra

I:-n:-chut'c

Jl hind eome
o me JE'Jt-w .:ughyr's
office after he died in 2002

This newhy-discoversd
photograph of the
campary cofoundar,
kalew right, reveals what
could be the seeds of the
presant day loga.

I biad befn cotaloging any
photos I could find of the
company's early history back
to 1945, when the firm had
been eztablished under the
names of the e co-found-
ers. This first company name

I had always felt a decp
interest in the company's
history. Here w::lfungu:
development in the history
of the firm because the new
logo implied o heightened
sense of corporate identity:

tural philclogist in corporate

Sfl:l:l.bl:lll:l%

e newly discoversd
photograph of cur eo-founder,
stnn.dmg in the glars of the
sUn agninst an exotic back-
drop of valley and mountain,

gist would in retrisving a set
of bones or in assembling old
pottery shards from a dig.
Becauss there was nothing to
indicate when the phato had
been taken, how wos I o dote
it? Then there wers o other

longer anyone to ask. But I
had found the origin of o
lago.

W The writer is an associete at M
Design Growp in Morfali. Reach him
ai dwgri fiithe Srmmdesigngroup.oom.

AN INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

First National Bank of Virginia (In Organization)
announces its initial stock offering and capital campaign.

at $10 per share

2,400,000 Shares of Common Stock
(Minlmum of 1,200,000 Shares)

Mininwrm irvestment - 100 shares ($1,000)
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HOW TO REACH US
Dariness e ibow

Bill Cha ke

(T57) 446-7359

bl os G o banlin e com
AssiLant business & dibor
Chrs Dingmare

(757) 45-X2T1

chrEd s rmora Gigila Lonlneomm
Generalinformation

Fan: (T57) 446-3531

bzl pilotanfinecam

TO CONTRIBUTE

Gotanopinion onabusiness
AT Wan 1 1o shama your

e pertise on & busine=-related
Lo ie? The Viegin lan-Pilol wanis
o haar framyod.

Send your thowg s n G600
weardsor ks bo Business Edibar
Bill Chay ke at
billchonyie & pikobonlineoom, ar
callhimat {757y 4462350,

To receive a copy of the Offering Circular; please

Telephone: 757-4%0-1911
E-mall: dbutler@firstnationalbanlora.com
Website wawfirstnationalbanbora.com
Mail: PO, Box 62487 # Virginia Beach, VA 23466-2487
Visit: 4530 Professional Circle, Suite 1B # Virginia Beach, VA 23455

{0 the corner of Imzle-pendem:e- Blvd. & Pembroke Bhed.)

Thi s Ie rigltheir o ol 6o il roor i st kom oo an oollor 0 by mbwiss i FArerl et road s b ool 1 gl e [ g o o

Theas ehea s b ollered ouly by nicare of the OHering Clmular.
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